
Adam Pressley
Principal & Nominated 
Architect NSW #6007

All Australian Architecture

What is BIMx:
BIMx stands for ‘Building Information Model 
Explorer’

How to View a BIMx:
You need a viewer program to be able to 
open a BIMx file.

Viewers are available for Windows, Mac 
and as mobile app.

These instructions are for Windows or Mac.

Graphisoft is the company that makes 
BIMx. There should be a free version 
available to download and install.

How to Open / Close a BIMx:
When a BIMx opens it takes up the whole 
screen. It will open with a MENU across the 
bottom of the screen.

Use this MENU to adjust a few settings.
(see right)

To close the MENU and navigate the model 
you need to press the ESC button.

To exit - press the ESC button on your 
keyboard, then click on QUIT or close the 
window.

MENU:
Settings are changed by holding down 
and sliding your mouse. 

Light & shade:
‘F3’ key (function 3), turns on 
shadows and sunlight, making the 
model more realistic by adding a 
midday sun.

FLY mode:
‘F’ key, will swap you from being tied 
to the ground at 1.5m, to being able to 
FLY all around at any height.

Speed setting: 
The default speed is very slow at 16. 
I suggest you change to 25 or 30.

Tips on using BIMx Important MENU settings
SSAO:
Set to ‘on’ this will give better 
definition, making it look more 
realistic. 

View Cone:
By default this is set to 75 degrees. 
For small spaces 90 is better, for 
outside views with less distortion use 
60 degrees.

Screenshots:
‘F5’ key (function 5) will save screen 
shots without the menu. Images will 
be saved to your computer.

Render Mode:
Default is ‘Headlight’. Another useful 
setting is ‘Gouraud’, which is warmer 
and the light is more directional to 
the sun. Tips on 

using 
BIMx


